	[image: image1.png](DYOTECREEK

ONSULTING





	Existing (free) utilities combined with new Exchange 2010 scripts/PowerShell cmdlets can make your cross-forest mailbox migrations a success
Although there are a number of solutions on the market that will help you complete a cross-forest Exchange mailbox migration, they can cost $10+ per mailbox for a tool that you’re only likely to use once. For small- and medium-size businesses, we recommend making use of the free utilities from Microsoft along with the new scripts & Powershell cmdlets in Exchange 2010. These will enable you to accomplish the migration without the big cash outlay in all but the most complex of cross-forest migrations.

 

The following provides an overview of the free tools available through Microsoft and others that are available in Exchange 2010:

 

· Active Directory Migration Tool – Allows you to migrate users’ accounts while maintaining the original Security ID (SID) information. Note: the Active Directory Migration Tool does not migrate any Exchange-related attributes associated with the user account. This free tool is available from Microsoft’s public download site at http://www.microsoft.com/download/en/details.aspx?id=8377. 
· Enable-MailUser – This Exchange PowerShell cmdletallows you tomail-enable the accounts that have been migrated to the new forest. By mail-enabling (not mailbox-enabling), the migrated accounts will appear in the Exchange address book, allowing migrated users to communicate with un-migrated users seamlessly. You will need to provide the following information to mail-enable an account: Name, Identity, Alias, and ExternalEmailAddress. More information can be found about the Enable-MailUser cmdlet at http://technet.microsoft.com/en-us/library/aa996549.aspx . 

· Prepare-MoveRequest.PS1 – This new Exchange 2010 PowerShell script synchronizes mailbox users from an Exchange 2010, Exchange Server 2007 or Exchange Server 2003 source forest to Exchange 2010 target forests as mail-enabled users. The script copies the Active Directory attributes of the mailbox users in the source forest to the target forest, and then uses the Update-Recipient This script can be found in the scripts folder where Exchange has been installed, Program Files\Microsoft\Exchange Servers\v14\Scripts.More information about the Prepare-MoveRequest can be found at http://technet.microsoft.com/en-us/library/ee861103.aspx.  cmdlet to turn the target objects into mail-enabled users.  
· New-MoveRequest – The New-MoveRequest cmdlet offers a command-line only switch –RemoteLegacy. This switch tells Move Request to migrate a mailbox from a different Exchange 2003 or 2007 forest. It uses the MsExchMailboxGUID to match the source 2003/2007 mailbox in the remote forest with the target mail-enabled user in the Exchange 2010 forest, which was established earlier using Prepare-MoveRequest.PS1. When the move request completes it converts the target mail-enabled user to a mailbox-enabled user. It then deletes the source mailbox and converts the user to mail-enabled. As part of that process it adds a proxy address “Admin defined” as the primary SMTP, allowing users on the legacy forest to see the migrated mailbox in the global address list. More information about the New-MoveRequest can be found at http://technet.microsoft.com/en-us/library/dd351123.aspx. 
· Inter-Organization Replication Tool – In cases where your migration will occur over a long period of time, you will need to maintain free/busy synchronization between the Exchange forests. You can use the Inter-Organization Replication tool to replicate free and busy information and public folder content between Exchange organizations. The tool allows for the coordination of meetings, appointments, contacts and public folder information between disjointed Exchange organizations. This tool has been around a long time and it works great with Exchange 2010 SP1.  This free tool is available from Microsoft’s public download site. http://www.microsoft.com/download/en/details.aspx?displaylang=en&id=7290.

Need help handling a cross-forest Exchange mailbox migration? Give us a call. We’ve done a number of these, and can ensure the process goes smoothly for you.


Best wishes,
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